
Aurora Highlands Civic Association 
Minutes from Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, 13 January 2016 

MINUTES 

Attendees: 26 members (see attached sign-in sheet pages 1-2). 

Proceedings: 

® Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM, by President Natasha Atkins, 
o Introductions 

o Natasha introduced all the new officers. 
o Informed everyone that important items will be posted on the AHCA 

website (aurorahighlands.org) and nextdoor.com. 
o Other items of interest will be posted to Facebook/Twitter; such accounts 

will be provided in the next newsletter, 
o Anyone with ideas or topics for Newsletter articles, association actions, etc. 

are encouraged to contact Natasha, 
o Announcements 

o Natasha informed everyone that given current market conditions, there may 
be an effort to update the Crystal City Sector Plan, which may turn into a 
broader "22202 Sector Plan." 

o Christer from CCCA will not be as active this upcoming year due to 
unfortunate health issues. His valuable participation and insight will be 
missed. 

o Shopping carts have become an issue around the neighborhood from Costco 
and other retail facilities. There was a suggestion that AHCA write a letter 
to the multi-unit properties in the association reminding them to return 
shopping carts to the appropriate parking lot. Janet Dunkelberger agreed to 
work with Dennis Jaffe on how best to approach the management of multi-
unit properties about the issue, 

o Dues/Bylaws - the bylaws are unclear on dues payment schedule, so 
Natasha announced that ACHA is interpreting the bylaws as if you paid 
during the past 12 months, you are up to date. 

Q Les Garrison will be chairing a committee to update the bylaws. 
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0 The current bylaws will be posted on the website for all to see. 
o Community Updates 

o The Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) is being updated. Please go to 
http://arlingtonpsmpsurvey.org to provide your input on a survey. 

D Feb 4, 5, 6 the county will be doing other outreach efforts. 
Information on these outreach efforts will be posted to nextdoor.com 
when received. 

o The Community Facilities Study has recently been updated and is available 
online. It provides information on the planning and processes for the 
county to invest in public facilities, schools, parks, community centers, fire 
stations, etc. It can be found on Arlington County's website: 
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/community-facilities-study/. 

o Riverhouse has withdrawn its proposal for increased density to make some 
changes. It is expected that Riverhouse (owned by Vornado) will re file an 
amended plan mid-late winter. 

D Anticipated changes include a smaller portion of zoning for 
commercial use but no large overall changes to the plan itself. 

0 A request was made to ask Riverhouse to come talk to us about their 
plan once it refiles. 

o The Aurora Hills Community Center refurbishment project final plans will 
be presented to the community on January 20. While construction is 
occurring, AHCA will have its monthly meetings in the Aurora Hills 
Library. 

a It is anticipated that our meeting location will change as early as 
April or May 2016, but that depends on several other factors. Will 
check with the county and keep everyone up to date. 

u Activities that occur at the community center will move to Gunston. 
o A meeting on helicopter noise took place in December coordinated by the 

county. This is on the AHCA web site at 
http://aurorahighlands.org/helicopter-noise-meeting/ 
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o Boohaha - Cheryl would like to transition out of the leadership position of 
the Boohaha. 

0 We are going to try and start a Boohaha Committee. Please talk to 
Natasha if you are interested in joining, 

o Wastewater Treatment Plant (solids) 
n Paul Guttridge is the AHCA rep for the county's plan to redo the 

water treatment plan solids side (the liquid side was redone 4-5 years 
ago)

© Paul is going to post the county's presentation up to nextdoor.com 
and encouraged anyone with feedback or suggestions for more input 
to contact him. Paul's update is also available at 
http://aurorahighlands.org/arlington-water-pollution-control-plant-
solids-master-plan/ 

D Plant was built in 1933, last updated in 1950's. Planning is in the 
very preliminary stages. Masterplan won't be fully implemented in 
2026. Plans are to be completed this year. 

n Meetings will occur quarterly. Next meeting will be to discuss and 
rank selected criteria 

o Schools Update 
D This update was a follow-up to the presentation from November 

2015 on the South Arlington Working Group (SAWG) report. The 
November 2015 presentation can be found on nextdoor.com 

u The school board and county have both approved the plan to build a 
new elementary school (ES) at TJ Community Ctr to open by Fall 
2019. Planning is ongoing; construction will start after that is 
completed. 

n In connection with the new ES, the SAWG recommended that the 
Montessori program be moved to Patrick Henry from Drew. The 
school board staff is currently meeting with the community to 
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determine the feasibility of this and will bring a recommendation to 
the school board by March 17. 

n Related school boundary change discussions will occur during the 
2017-2018 school year, which could impact our area and send our 
kids to Hoffman-Boston and/or Drew. 

n The school board has asked the superintendent to look into the 
advisability of building a new elementary school in the Pentagon 
City area after 2019. A report on that is due to the school board by 
April 1,2016. 

n The school board is in the very early stages of its CIP process; most 
relevant to AHCA, the draft includes potential internal renovations 
to Gunston in order to increase capacity, which would be completed 
by the end of 2017. 

o For Discussion 
o Virginia Highlands Park 

n East side renovations will be opening on or around January 15, 
2016. There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony on March 13. There 
was interest in doing some sort of community party along with the 
ribbon cutting. 

D West side renovations are in the early planning stages. A plan is 
due from the parks department to the county board to be voted on in 
April 2016. 

o AHCA is putting together a committee to draft and put 
forth a proposal to the county (to be voted on by the 
AHCA membership at the February meeting). Rob sent 
around a sign-up sheet and will post to nextdoor to get 
interested volunteers, 

o Civic Federation Proposal on Parks 
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n Civ Fed has a proposal on money to be set aside in the next parks 
bond issue to acquire more parkland. Details of the proposal are in 
the newsletter and were posted on nextdoor.com. 

D MOTION - Brent Spence moved to direct AFICA's Civ Fed reps 
to support the Civ Fed Parks proposal and send a letter to the 
county board saying that AHCA supports the Civ Fed proposal on 
spending money to acquire new parkland. Motion seconded. 

D Discussion focused on the costs (using money for acquiring new 
land would take money away from upgrades/maintenance) vs. it 
being a "good" idea to acquire more land. 

0 Motion passed (14 voted in favor, 5 voted against) 
o Open Forum 

o Questions brought up about the Fern Street sidewalk neighborhood 
conservation funding efforts. 

n Natasha said that there would be a vote at the NC meeting on some 
cost overruns with the project on January 14, 2016 and that the 
plans and other information on the Fern Street sidewalk project 
would be posted to nextdoor.com. 

o Meeting Adjourned at 8:42 PM by President Natasha Atkins 

I certify that these minutes are a true and accurate representation of the business 
conducted at the meeting and were adopted as the official meeting minutes by the 
membership of ACHA. 

Robert Sidman 
Recording Secretary 
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