
Ives Park
Fostering community and nature



Context and History
• Dec 2017, ¼ acre land purchase approved. Acquired in early 2018

• Casual use space 
• “Such as having a picnic, throwing a Frisbee, laying out on a blanket, reading or having 

small social gatherings,” County staff report 2017. 

• Casual use should be “equipped with features that encourage use (e.g., benches, picnic 
tables and walking paths)” Arlington 2019 Public Spaces Master Plan, pg 62

• Natural areas and casual use spaces, Arlington resident’s top priorities ( 2019 PSMP survey)

• No county funding. Beautification and activation by neighborhood volunteers
• “We are more than happy to work with the community on potential pop-up 

neighborhood-funded activities...” Dept. of Park staff, 20 Nov 2019
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Ives Park site: Pre-Demolition
Located at the NW corner of 20th and Ives Street South



Ives Park site: Post-Demolition March 2020
House, driveway, and most of fence removed



Phase 1
Spring 2020

Phase 3
Future possibilities

Phase 2
Over the next year

Elements & tree canopyView showing the elements

Beautification in 3 Potential Phases



Phase 1:  Spring 2020

IKEA or other moveable chairs
Adult and kid sizes

New trees added, as available, in 
line with the final planting design



Phase 2:  Creating natural rooms Mosaic patio

Boulders Table

Moveable chairs 

Birdhouse groveStone bench

Dog bag station

View showing the elements

Elements & tree canopy

Large trees

Pollinator/native/wildlife-friendly 
plants, educational signs
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Phase 2: 
Elements in harmony with nature and community

TableDog bag station

Birdhouse grove

Mosaic patio and stepping stonesMoveable chairs Large trees

Loss of many mature trees 
in our community. 
Strong desire to add large 
trees to our parks.

Engages children and adults. 
Builds community 
ownership in the park. 
Unique and colorful feature.

Great for small and large gatherings.  
Used in many parks across the country 
and world.
The County allowed Virginia Highlands 
Park to have plastic Adirondack chairs.

Stone bench
Durable and beautiful 
seating.
Repurposing materials; a 
donation from a neighbor.

Adds utility and 
beautification.
Alexandria, VA park has a 
small pocket park. 
with dozens of birdhouses.

Helps to keep the park and the 
community, clean.

Pollinator gardens with educational signs
Beautification
Promotes natural habitats.
Buffer to the street.
Alexandria park has educational signs

Flexible table. 
Useable alone or with 
moveable chairs.

Boulders

A natural element for 
kids to enjoy



Bamboo!
A lot of discussion, but no solution just yet! 

Some ideas

• Trim it back 1/3 to create more open space.
• Create a path through it, a bamboo maze
• Make a lower hedge
• Maintain it from spreading
• Eliminate it and replace it with evergreen screen trees.  

We have a designated working group member to explore options and 
report back to the civic association. 



Volunteer groups moving forward 
organize events, fundraise, install and maintain elements

Mosaic patio group

Birdhouse groupPlant and tree selection group

Gardening groupBamboo group

Boulders Table

Moveable chairs

Stone bench

Dog bag station

Working group or individuals



Phase 3: Future possibilities

Water basin with solar fountain

Gravel or mulch seating area

Gravel or mulch path
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Next Steps

Step #1   AHCA membership approval

Step #2   AHCA presents plan to county
Make adjustments to plan if necessary

Step #3   Volunteer groups work on their elements
Plants, trees, mosaic patio, etc…

Step #4   Park opening celebration!

Iterative process. Updating the community along the way.



Questions?

Support this plan?




