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Melwood Deed Restriction Question - Melwood Special GLUP Amendment 

From: Stacy Meyer (stacy.meyer@ymail.com) 

To: mtrhodes@arlingtonva.us; mmattauszek@arlingtonva.us 

Cc: jatel@me.com; countyboard@arlingtonva.us; gjohnson@arlingtonva.us; mpfeiffer@arlingtonva.us; 
officers@aurorahighlands.org 

Bee: alxfdz@gmail.com; rob@creightonconstruction.com; pro.wordsmith@verizon.net; scunningham@arlingtonva.us; 
natalieuroy@gmail.com; ericberkeyarlington@gmail.com; karenguevarapc@gmail.com 

Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at 08:36 PM EST 

Dear Margaret and Matt, 

Nick Giacobbe finally had the opportunity to pull the available deeds for the Melwood site last week (see attached). We 
assume that the title history must have been part of the GLUP Special Amendment Study Application, but did not find any 
discussion of it in the Draft Study. Was there a chain of title performed for the site? Is there a title report available? If 
so, would we be able to obtain a copy of that? The deeds referenced below are attached. 

The deed for the land swap made in 1982 between Arlington County and the previous owner, SOC, references it is the 
same property (Lots 1 - 4, Outlets B, SA, Lots 6 - 8 and 14 - 20) as referenced in the deed from 1979 (Lots 1 - 4, 6 -8 
and 16 - 20). The 1979 deed is for the transfer of the property from the School Board to the County Board ("1979 
Transfer"). In the 1979 Transfer, the deed clearly states that the conveyance is subject to "the restrictions, conditions, 
rights of way and easements, if any contained in the chain of title to the respective property." In the records Nick found a 
deed from 1921, transferring the property to the County from Henry Morris, who developed much of Aurora Hills. The 
deed between Morris and the County states the property is for "school purposes only". See snip below. The lots listed 
in that deed are Lots 1 - 4, and 17 - 20. No drawings are included however. 

It appears the 1921 deed restriction that references "for school purposes only" carries forward, unless we are missing 
something. And, since the property has been used for school purposes since that time including the current "Melwood 
Horticultural Training Center" -we are wondering how Melwood can now propose use of the site for purposes other than 
for a school (eg residential)? We would appreciate a response to this question and I or a copy of the title report prior to 
the issuance of the final Study to the Planning Commission / County Board. Thank-you, 

Regards, 

Stacy Meyer 
AHCA LRPC Rep 
Melwood Special GLUP Amendment 
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thou1and. nine hun:ire4 e.nd Twent.y-one • 

by and .bet11ee.n llenry c. J(orria and Imogene w. Uorria,hi• w1te, both or the City ct 
. . 

V/aahington, District or Columbia, partica ot tho tirat par;, and. Jctteroon Dietrict 

Scnool Board ll, Arlington County, Va.tor achool purpoaea only, party ot the aecocd part, 
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Land Swap Deed with SOC 7 Dec 1982.pdf 

472.6kB 

Deed Transferring Site from School Board to County Board 30 Nov 1979.pdf 
496.7kB 

Deed Transferring Land from Morris to School Board 15 Nov 1921.pdf 

706.1 kB 
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d-133 ~ U,ll~2085 t!~:141.J 
THIS DEED Ol' £XCHANCE, llllde thh 7 day of December , 1982, by end 

/I' 
between T~ COUKIY MARO OP ARLING'roN COUN?'Y, VlllClNIA, a body c<>rpor,te, 

// 

pArty of the tirat part, and SHELTE~EO OCCUPATIONAL C!!freR OF !IORTIIBRH 

VIRCltllA , lHC,, • Virijlnla corporation, party of the second part. 

Wl'I'Nl!:SSl!.TH, for and 1n coneideratlon of the prn>taea and the further 

a\llQ of Ten Unllan, t he party of the fl.rat part does hereby gunt and convey 

with general wu:ranty and Engliah covenants of title unto the party of the 

second part an that certain hnd a1tuate in Arlington County, Virginl.a, 

and particularly deecribed aa fullowa; 

All of Parcel "A" (75,496.38 eq, feet) and Parcel "B" 
(6,805,93 aq, feet) as the 111111e are ehown on that 
certain plat entttled "Reaubdiviaion of Lota l through 
4, 011tlots n, SA and Lota 6, 7, 8 and 14 through 20 
BLOCK 11, SECTION l, AURORA lllLLS" made by the ARLlNG'l'ON 
COI.INI'Y DEPAR'nfENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, which eaid plat i• 
attached hereto, incorporated herein by reference and 
ia to be recorded herewith; and being part of the •ame 
property conveyed to the party of the fl.nt part by 
deed dated November 30, 1979 and recorded in Deed Book 
2003 at page 28 among the land recorda of the said county, 

The party ofthe firat part rataina an eaae111ent over the exiating 

Parcel "B" fo, public park and open apace purposes, No structure or 

improve111ent of any nature may be erected whstaoever without the prior 

written consent of the County Manager or other chief executive officer 

of Arlington County, Virginia, 

The party of the firat part further reserves an eaaement over a 

auitable area within the atructure located on aaid Parcel "A" (formerly 

known aa the Nellie Cuatia School building) ae a voting area for c~unty, 

atate and national elections. The uee o( aaid area shall be limited to the 

day prior to, the day of, and the day following any prima"l")', apecial or 

general election. Said area aholl have convenient acceaa to existing 

telephone ~erv1ca, Thia easement ahall autcxnatically expire ,on December 

31, 1983. 

THIS DEl!D FURTHER WITNESSETH, that for and in conaideration of the 

pr11111iaes and the further awa of Ten Dollars, the party of tha second part 

hereby granta and convey• ~1th general warranty and Engliah covenant• of 



·t ,, 

OJll~2085 r1Gtl4t4 
title unto thd party of the flrat port all that ccrtaln land situate in 

Arll n~t"n County, V 1 rglnia l'a.-ttcul•rly Jcac:ribed aa follows: 

UeginninK at the no::thwoat corner of Lot 3, as shown hy 
duly recorded plat of !<, A . Phillipa' S11b<li11hion of 
Lot No . 3 of Robert Rall'a D1v1o1on, and being parta 
of Lota No, 3 and 4, of aald Phillipa' Subdivision, 
runnin>J thence in 11 southerly direction parallel with 
,md along the east Uno of Lot No. 2 of 1:1111.d 11ubdivtalon 
for e distimce of 150 feet to the north line of an alley 
20 feet wlde; thence easterly along the north line of said 
alley for a diatance of 100 feet to the Intersection with 
the west line of Lot No , 5i thence 11ortherly parallel with 
and along the weat 11ne of 11aid Lot No. 5 for a diatance o( 
150 feet to the northwest corner of said lot No. S, where 
it intersects with the south line of Phillips Street (now 
9th Street. North); thence ln a westerly direction parallel 
with an,! along the line of eaid Phillipa Street (now 9th 
Street, North) for a distance of 100 feet to the point of 
beginning; and being the same property conveyed to the party 
of the second part hereto by deed dated April 1, 1963 and 
recorded in Deed Rook 1504 at page 618 ~ong the land record11 
of sald county. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, TltE COUNT'/ BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNl'Y, VIRGINIA, 

haa cauoed thia Deed of Exchange to be executed in it11 corporate name by its 

Chairman und lta seal to be affixed, duly attested by lta Clerk.; end 

IN WITNESS WKER.EOF, Stt£LTERED OCCUPATIONAL CeNTER OF NORTl!ERN 

VIRGINIA, INC., has caused this Deed of Exchange to be executed in its 

corporate name by its President and ile corporate seal to be affixed 

by 1.ts Secretary. 

Ry: ~ //1!,:;.k.£,✓ 
WE C~ A'1.1NG'roN COUNTY, VIBGINIA 

/ airman 

At~: 

C1urk 
C 

SHELTERED OCCUPATIONAL CENTER OP NORTHERN 
VIRGINIA, INC. 

#7:jJ. ) n,,h .I,_~ 
aident 

S cretary 














