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Melwood Deed Restriction Question - Melwood Special GLUP Amendment

From: Stacy Meyer (stacy.meyer@ymail.com)
To: mtrhodes@arlingtonva.us; mmattauszek@arlingtonva.us

Cc. jatel@me.com; countyboard@arlingtonva.us; gjohnson@arlingtonva.us; mpfeiffer@arlingtonva.us;
officers@aurorahighlands.org

Bee:  alxfdz@gmail.com; rob@creightonconstruction.com; pro.wordsmith@verizon.net; scunningham@arlingtonva.us;
natalieuroy@gmail.com; ericberkeyarlington@gmail.com; karenguevarapc@gmail.com

Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at 08:36 PM EST

Dear Margaret and Matt,

Nick Giacobbe finally had the opportunity to pull the available deeds for the Melwood site last week (see attached). We
assume that the title history must have been part of the GLUP Special Amendment Study Application, but did not find any
discussion of it in the Draft Study. Was there a chain of title performed for the site? Is there a title report available? If
so, would we be able to obtain a copy of that? The deeds referenced below are attached.

The deed for the land swap made in 1982 between Arlington County and the previous owner, SOC, references it is the
same property (Lots 1 —4, Qutlots B, 5A, Lots 6 — 8 and 14 — 20) as referenced in the deed from 1979 (Lots 1 -4, 6 -8
and 16 - 20). The 1979 deed is for the transfer of the property from the School Board to the County Board (“1972
Transfer”). In the 1979 Transfer, the deed clearly states that the conveyance is subject to “the restrictions, conditions,
rights of way and easements, if any contained in the chain of title to the respective property.” In the records Nick found a
deed from 1921, transferring the property to the County from Henry Morris, who developed much of Aurora Hills. The
deed between Morris and the County states the property is for “school purposes only”. See snip below. The lots listed
in that deed are Lots 1 — 4, and 17 — 20. No drawings are included however.

It appears the 1921 deed restriction that references “for school purposes only” carries forward, unless we are missing
something. And, since the property has been used for school purposes since that time including the current “Melwood
Horticultural Training Center” — we are wondering how Melwood can now propose use of the site for purposes other than
for a school (eg residential)? We would appreciate a response to this question and / or a copy of the title report prior to
the issuance of the final Study to the Planning Commission / County Board. Thank-you,

Regards,

Stacy Meyer
AHCA LRPC Rep
Melwood Special GLUP Amendment
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by and between Henry C. Morris and maena ¥. Morrio,hiw wife, both of the City of
Washington, District of Columbia, partics of the firet part, and Jefferson District

Sckool Board f1, Arllﬁgtqn County, Va.for school purposes only, party of the second part, .

about:blank 1/2



3/8/24, 6:28 PM Yahoo Mail - Melwood Deed Restriction Question - Melwood Special GLUP Amendment

g Land Swap Deed with SOC 7 Dec 1982.pdf
472.6kB

Deed Transferring Site from School Board to County Board 30 Nov 1979.pdf
M 496.7kB

Deed Transferring Land from Morris to School Board 15 Nov 1921.pdf
s 706.1kB

about:blank 212



a1 3% sr2085 #::1413
Tl
THIS DEED OF EXCHANGE, made this ;F day of December, 1982, by and
P
batweesn THE COUNTY BOARD OF ARLINCTOM COUNTY, VIKGINIA, a body corporate,

£
party of the first part, and SHELTERED DCCUPATIONAL CENTER OF HORTHERN

VIRGINIA, INC,, a2 Virginis corporation, party of the second part,

WITHNESSETH, for aznd in coneideration of the premises and the further
sum of Teu Dullare, the party of the firet part does hersby grant and convey
with geners]l warranty and English covenants of title unto the party of the
sscond part all that certain land situate in Arlington County, Virginia,

and particularly deacribed as ollows:

All of Parcel "A" (75,496.38 sq. feet) and Parcel "B"
(6,805,93 aq, fest) as the same are shown on that
certain plat entitled "Resubdivision of Lots 1 through
4, Outlots B, 5A and Lots 6, 7, 8 and 14 through 20
BLOCK 11, SECTION 1, AURORA HILLS" made by the ARLINGION
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, which said plat is
attached hereto, incorporated herein by reference and

is to be recorded herewith; and being part of the same
property conveyed to the party of the firat part by

deed dated November 30, 1979 and recorded in Deed Book
2003 at page 28 among the land records of the said county.

The party ofthe first part retains an easement over the existing
Parcel "B'" fo: public park and open space purposes. No structure or
improvement of any nature may be erected whatsoever without the prior
written consent of the County Manager or other chief executive officer
of Arlington County, Virginia,

The party of the first part further reserves an easement over a
suitable area within the structure located on said Parcel "A" (formerly

known &as the Hellie Custis School building) as a voting area for county,

state and national elections. The use o sald area shall be limited to the

day prior to, the day of, and the day following any primary, special or
general election. Said area shall have convenient access to existing
telephone mervice. This easement shall automatically expire -on December

31, 1983,

THIS DEED FURTHER WITNESSETH, that for end in conaideration of the

premisas and the further sum of Ten Dollars, the party of tha second part

hereby grants and conveys with general warranty and English covenants of
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title unto the party of the first part all that certain land situate in
Arlington County, Virginia particularly described ms follows:

Beglnning at the northwest corner of Lot 3, as shown by
duly recorded plat of K. A. Phillips' Subdivision of

Lot Ne. 3 of Robert Bail's Division, and being parts

of Lots No. 3 and 4, of sald Phillips' Subdivision,

running thence in a southerly direction parallel with

and along the esat iine of Lot No. 2 of said subdivision

for s distance of 150 fset to the north line of an alley

20 feet wide; thence easterly along the north line of said
alley for a distance of 100 feer to the intersection with
the west line of Lot No. 5; thence northerly parallsl with
and aloug the weat line of said Lot No, 5 for a distance of
150 feet to the northwest corner of said lot No. 5, where

{t interasects with the south line of Phillips Street (now
9th Street, Nocth); thence in & westerly direction parallel
with and along the line of sald Phillips Street {now 9th
Street, North) for a distance of 100 feet to the point of
beginning; and being the same property conveyed to the party
of the gecond part hereto by deed dated April 1, 1963 and
recorded in Deed Book 1504 at page 618 among the land records

of said county.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE COUNTY BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA,
has caused this Deed of Exchange to be executed in its corporate name by its
Chairman snd its seal to be affixed, duly attested by its Clerk; and

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, SHELTERED OCCUPATIONAL CENTER OF NORTHERN
VIRGINIA, INC., has caused this Deed of Exchange to be executed in its

corporate name by its President and iLs corporate seal to be affixed

by its Secretary.

SHELTERED OCCUPATIONAL CENTER OF NORTHERN
VIRGINIA, INC.

By: (,%’* ?M"nw“j\\.b?-.-&.a_.
[ﬁ?a ent
#M—

Sdcretary
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THIS DEED, made this A" day of November, 1979, by and between

/
THE COUNTY SCHODL BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, a body corporate,
/
hereinafter the “Schoo] Board™, and THE COUNTY BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNTY,

VIRGINIA, a body corporate, hereinafier the "County Board®,
HWITRESSETH
WHLREAS, on September 13,1979, the Schoo!l Board unanimously approved

the conveyance of the hereinafter described property, comnonly known as the
Nellie Custis School Site, to the County Board, and

WHEREAS, on October 13, 1979 the County Board unanimously approved
the acquisition of said property from the School Board,

NOW THEREFORE, that for andin consideration of the sum of One Dollar
($1.00} and other good and valuable consideration, receipt whereof is here-
by acknowledged, the School Board does hereby grant and convey, with Special
Warranty of Title, unto the County Board, all those certain lots or parcels
of land situate and being in Ariingten County, Virginia:

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19 and 20, Block 11, Section 1, of the Subdi-
vision of AUKORA HILLS, as the same {5 dedi-
cated, platted and recorded among said County
land records in Deed Book 146, at page 300,
and by Amended Deed of Dedication recorded
among said County land records in Deed Book
150, at page 152,

AND

Outlots 5A and B of a Resubdivision of Lot A
Block 11, Section 1, of the Subdivision of
AURORA HILLS as the same are shown on a plat
of resubdivision attached to a Deed recorded
among said County land records in Deed Book
1498, at page 189.

AND BEING the same property acquired by the
Schoo] Board by deeds recorded among the
said County land records in Deed Book 186,
at page 516, Need Rnok 1467, at pane 382,
Deed Book 1482, at page 176, Deed Book 1707,
at page 354, Deed Book 1716, at page 206,
Deed Book 1727, at page 606, Deed Book 1819,
at page 111, Deed Book 1823, at page 535 and
Deed Book 1877, at page 307,
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This conveyance is made subject to the restrictions, conditions
rights of way and easements, if any, contained in the instruments forming
the chain of title to the respective properties;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The County School Board of Arlington, County,

Virginia, has caused this Deed to be executed by {ts Chairman and its seal

to be affixed, duly attested by its Clerk.

THE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD OF ARLINGTON
COUNTY, VIRGINIA
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STATE OF VIRGINIA “, WL A it

N "«,j,ff"?f'!:gf:“...,.

COUNTY OF ARLINGTON, to-wit: *

5 da,g,,, Mm,-. , & Notary Public in and for

the State and Ca%y aforesaid, hereby certify that @)m, 0 /.gg‘g(ou .
and & ﬁg‘c&, W » whose names as

_L%Qﬂm@y . and___ (U

respectively, of the County School Board of Arlington tounty. Virginia, are
signed to the foregoing Deed, bearing date on the 3¢ day of Novembpr ﬂb&g, -,

this day personally appeared before me in my County and State aforehw a,{'g; 7, :f_z.l
acknowledged the same. . ",,"!zi'.‘_a‘“ I3
TR T
w oL LR

My Commission Expires: 7@@4 Ao, /783 RN n Ron ’
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1 'pqrticaa.' and other usucl projections of said house ere to be allewed in said

Intltnnnhnnnnunnunnu:-n-nnunnulmuillnnlnu

"RENRY C. MORRIS et ux . V
taB.&s, - N w _ THIS DEED,made this 15th
| JEFFEREON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD # 1 % dey of November, (192)) in the year ome
BUREN B AR RN AT HE AR RO R R RN e thousard nine hundred and Twentiy=-one ,7

by auvd between lenry C. ¥orris and i;ncgene %. Morris,hiw wife, both of the City of
Vashington, Distrief of Columbia, perties of the firet part, and Jefferson District
School Board #1, Arliﬁstnn County, Va.for school purposes only, party of the second part,

WITEESSETH, that in considération of the sumof Ten (§10) dollars the '

receipt whereof is hercby ac}mowledged. the Buidparties of the first part grant
nntu the saud party of the peecond part, with General Varranty sll of that giace a.:m
parcel of land situste in Arlington Cuunty, Virginia, knovm and described a8 I.at

' 1, 2.3, 4,17, 18, 19 and 20, BloCk 11 Section tne (1), of the subdivision of

3 "Aurora th s, as said eubdivision is recorded in the land records of naid county,
together ‘with all righto spperteining thereto. And as part of the conaideration the
said party of the Becond part covenantis and agrees for themselves, their heirs and
assigns. '

L FIRET, no house, except outbuildings, shall be erscted upon this lot costing
lesu than $3,500.00 unleas the plans of the ssme shall have been nu'bmittad. to and
approved in writing by the partles of the first part; and no house e:tcept qut‘buildlnas'
shall be erected on lots fronting on waéhlngfun Avenue costing less than $6,000,00,

' SECCHD, Mo fence or inclosure shell be built upon or arcund thia lot '
néarer than fifty (§G)Ieet to the line of the street ¢r avenue upon which the lot
fronts, except & hedge fence not exceeding thres (3) fest in height, on the remai.nder
of the lot & neat wire or paling fence not over -four (4} reft Ain height may be built,
but no selid board fence Ehall be erected on any portion of this lot.

_’, P THIRD, No house or out‘nuilding erected upon this lot shall be locmted
naarer the adjoining street or avenue than is allowed by the recorded building res.
triction lines of sald ' mbdlﬂﬂion, provided, however, that steps, bay-windows,

¥ N




recerved space; but no part of said house or 'cutbuilding nor . any ﬁ}f the eaid
structures eppurtenant thereto ‘shall be erected or meintsined within five (5) feet
of the side ¢ lines of this lot, nor ';rithin ten {10) feet of s&ny other hcuse or
bu;i:;uildin.g. ¥o outbuilding, nor any part thereof, shfall be erected or maintained
within savmterive {75) feet of thestreet or avenue on which this let fronts, In
the case of a double or twin  house, the foregoing restfictions ‘shallapply only
to the outside walls of the sume;. but no house =hsll e erected on a single lot
for the occupancy of more than one femily. When the title of adjoining lots, however,
18 vested in & single ownérr, the restrictions aé ‘f.o perty lines shall not obtain.
but ths:g shallnot be canstrued) ;a a waiver of t_he' buildiqg restriction lines, mneor
of the party lines beiween lots under different ownership, nor dess it waive the
restrictions as to distances between houses. - o
" FOURTH, No pig sty, nor pem, nor cow shea, shdll be erected upon any part
of this lot, nmor shall any pigs or ‘cows be kept or pastured upon any part tﬁeljeot. )
?I%‘TH; No -in_g.o}nticating liquors or beverages shall be me.mi.t:af:ﬂturéri or sold
on any party-of this lot. - ‘ )
SIXTH, No building or other structure shall be erected or used on this lot
in any manner or for eny purpose injurious or justly offendive or cbnoxious to 0{1'19_:
owners ‘of property in this subdivision. ) o
SEVENTE, Ho part- of this lot or premises, nor eny interest therein, shall he
trﬁaaferred assigned, lessed, rented, or in sny way conveyed to any one not of t}:fe
Caucesion Race. No manufacturing business of any description shall be ‘estahnsned
er conducted upon this lot or premises. i
. < EIGHTH. No cesspool or valuts for sewerage or other refuse of any nature
whate.vfer shall ‘_ﬂe constructed inor on any part of this lot.
= HINTH, The party of the second part shall tap and maintain connection with
“he water system as at present existing and with the aewer Bystem as at present
existing, and shall coni‘bm to all reasgnable regnlnunns. in connecticn ;heruwith.-
but hot.hing in thi§ Deeé. hcwevér, shall be conatruefi‘_._tn bind or ohiigate the ﬁaruea

of the firet part to maintain or continue the water nr“uuwer systems.

TENTH, The parties of the first yart reaern the right to erect and mintain

z.elephone, electric light, and other service poles and equipment on or near the resar
or aiie line of this lot, with the right or ingress and egress for the purpoaa of
repairing or x-cplacina such poles ond equipment. )
EIEVEH’.LH. All the rights and privileges hereinm reserved to the pmr ty of the
first part shall obtain and be reserved to the heirs of the saidienry C. Morris and
to such person or corporation ac chall be designated in writing by the said !Iem?-y c.
¥orzis, or his'baira ‘and to such person or corp&ration a8 shall from tine to time
be deaignated.hy him or them or their dauignstad succeaaon. )

TWELFTH, All the restrictions hsreln set forth shall conatituta covemnu

running with the-title to the said land until the nrat d.ay of Janusry 1940; eéxcept - -

the clauae in sectian seven, relating to the Gaucas:lan Race. whioh shall be perpatugl,

Wherever t.ha aingnls.r is %ided in this Deed it shall 1ncluda me p:hzral where more than. -

%

one person or lot is danignatcd or ccmveyed.

: mmmm. !ivery purcheser of lots whether from said owner or hia. naazgm,
amll. before mklns comaetion with.-'the water system, ugn, contract Ilth the then
owner o: said uatar aysten atipumt.tng the terms and ncmditions urwar vhinh the wate: .
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may be cbtained and used.

;I‘he seld parties of the firot pert covenant that they have the right éo convey the
said land to the grnntee;. that they have dome 'na ect to encumber the ﬁaid-lmd. except
in 59}21: a5 is pet out in the Deeds of Dedicatlon and Suvdivision, duly recorded;
that tt{e party of the second part sﬁ&li hage guiet peesession of a:;id Iand,‘ fres from
all enc@rwceu and that they the said parties of the first part, will e;xecute such
further assurance of the said land as may be requisite.

WITKESS the follewing eignature_snd seal : )

_L.R. ;ﬁ’fﬂf‘l"!l-ﬁf" L ‘ HENRY C, MORRIS:=r=n==r=m==~{SEAL)
g e ' THOCENE ¥. MORRIS-=nsnnnnnnn(SEAL)
CITY OF WASHINGTON o
.I}ISTRICT oF CCI;URB!}A; to wit:-

I, Edw. 5. Handiboe Notsry Public i.n and" for the District of Columbia, af_éreaaid,
do certify that Henry C.Morris and Imogene W. Morris, whose names are signed ‘tot.he‘
fuxegn.ing writing, bearing date on the 15th day of November 1921, lmv-: mi&nmlcdgcd.

the seme before me in the said District of Columbie sforesaid. Uy commission expires

en -
Given under my hand this sixth dey of December,1921,
SEAL 'EDV, S, HANDIBOE,Notery Public, D. C.

VIRGINIA : o : ‘ \

In the Clerk's office of the Circuit Court of Arlington CountyOctober 4, 1922 4

this deed was received, and with the annexed certificate almitted to record at 3 o'clogk

P. 1M, _ -5
Teste; i 5 ) .'
' Clerk: -
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